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There exist different views on passive constructions
in Vietnamese. Some researchers claim that there are no
passive voice and passive constructions in Vietnamese
because Vietnamese is an isolated language [1,12]. Other
researchers argue that although the Vietnamese language
does not have passive voice as a morphological category, it
still has passive construction as a syntactic catergory.
Yet there 1is no agreement among researchers on the
classifying criteria of passive constructions. [2, 10, 13]

The present paper aims at studying passive
constructions iIn Vietnamese from the perspective of
syntactic typology [5, 6, 7, 14]. On the typological
differentiation of 3 types of passive constructions 1in
languages which are purely morphological passive, morpho-
syntactic passive and purely syntactic passive and based on
different kinds of evidences, the paper will highlight: 1)
Although Vietnamese does not have passive voice as a purely
morphological phenomenon, it still has passive
constructions as a syntactic phenomenon, marked by word
order and Tfunction words (bi/duoc); 2) There are 3

syntactic alternations of passive constructions 1in



Vietnamese (which are: N2 ®-Tc/bb V1, N2 ®-Tc /bb N1 V2, N2
®-Tc/bb V béi N1) and all can be 1identified and
differentiated from other types of syntactic constructions
by specific criteria.

References:

1. Cao Xubn H1o, TiOng ViOt s- thfo ng+ ph_p chgc n'ng
(quyOn 1), Nxb KHXH, TP H& ChY Minh, 1991.

2. Di0p Quang Ban, Ng+ Ph_p tiOng ViOt (tEp hai), Nxb
Gi_o dbc, Hu Néi, 1992.

3. Dik, S.C., Functional Grammar, Foris Publications,
Dordrecht, 1978.

4_Dyvik, H.J.J., Subject or topic 1In Vietnamese?
University of Bergen, Norway, 1984.

5. Givan, T., Syntax: a functional - typological
introduction (Vol. 1I1), John Benjamins publishing
company, Amsterdam/Philadenphia, 1990,

6. Keenan E. L., Passive in the world®"s languages, 1in
"Language typology and language desciption’™, T. Shopen
(ed), vol 1, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge,
1985.

7.Li Ch.N. & Thompson S.A., Subject and Topic: a new
typology of language, Academic Press, New York ,
Sanfrancisco , London, 1976.

8. NguyOn Hang Cazn, C_c kiOu cEu tréc phi ngotli ®éng
trong tiOng ViOt, T/c Khoa hac, 8§1i hac Quéc gia Hu
Néi, se 2/2004.

9. NguyOn Kim Thyn, 8éng td trong tiOng ViOt, Nxb KHXH,
Hu Néi, 1977

10. NguyOn Minh ThuyOt, Vai trB cia "®-Tc", "bp"
trong cOu bbp ®éng tidng Vidt. Trong "Nh+ng vEn ®0 c_c
ng«n ng+ Ph--ng 8«ng'", ViOn Ng«n ng+ hac, Hu Néi,

1986.

11. NguyOn Thp 9qnh, TiOng ViOt ca th_i bb ®éng
kh«ng?, T/c Ng«n ng+, sé 5/ 2000.

12. NguyOn Phé Phong, Le Syntagme Verbal en

Vietnamien, Mouton, The Hague, Paris, 1976.



13. Palmer, F.R., Grammatical roles and relations,
Cambridge University Press, 1994.

14. Thompson L.C., A Vietnamese Grammar, Seattle &
London, 1965.



