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This study aims to provide a comprehensive classification of complex events
expressed by basic serial verb constructions in Thai. ‘Basic serial verb constructions (in
short, BSVCs)’ are defined as constructions in which two verb phrases are serialized with
no overt linker (Chuwicha 1993). The two verbs in the constructions must denotes a certain
substantial situation (action, process, change, state, emotion, and so on) and share at least
one nominal argument, which may or may not be explicitly expressed, as exemplified
below.

(1a) paa teek (1b) pay thuiy
throw  be broken g0 arrive
(He) threw (it) and (it) was broken. (He) went away and reached (there).
(2) yaag  kin
roast  eat
(He) roasted (it) to eat.
3) noon  ?aan
lie read
(He) read lying.
4) yaak  pay
want  go

(He) wanted to go.

I posit two most important dimensions for classifying complex events expressed
by Thai BSVCs:

A. Temporal relation between two events represented by the two verb phrases:
Consecutive vs. Simultaneous
B. The degree of assertiveness (factuality) of each of the two constituents:

Assertive (Factual) vs. Nonassertive (Nonfactual)

Previous studies on Thai serial verb constructions (Chuwicha 1993, Diller 2006, Kessakul
2005, Kolver 1984, Muansuwan 2002, Sereecharoensatit 1984, Sudmuk 2005, Thepkanjana
1986, 2006, Wilawan 1993, inter alia) mainly consider the former temporal dimension
leaving the latter modal dimension untouched. The latter modal dimension is directly
related to Gestalt distinction between coordination and subordination, namely ‘Complex
Figure’ vs. ‘Figure-Ground’ constructions (Croft 2001). The combination of two assertive
constituents forms a coordination-like Complex Figure construction, while the combination
of an assertive constituent and a nonassertive constituent forms a subordination-like
Figure-Ground construction. In other words, the degree of unity of the two constituents of a
BSVC is determined by a modal factor with respect to assertiveness.

In terms of the two dimensions A and B above, complex events expressed by Thai
BSVCs are classified into four main types:

Type I. Complex event of natural consequence (consecutive, coordination-like), e.g. (1)
Type II. Complex event of purposive activity (consecutive, subordination-like), e.g. (2)
Type III.Complex event with two facets (simultaneous, coordination-like), e.g. (3)

Type IV.Complex event integrated (simultaneous, subordination-like), e.g. (4)

In this study I argue that ‘restrictedness of the membership of a verb class
(Aikhenvald 2006)’ and ‘agentivity in verb-meaning’ are not crucial factors for the
classification of complex events expressed by Thai BSVCs.
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