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Prepositions in Thai: A reanalysis

Various linguists have examined words which are
traditionally called prepositions in Thai .
Warotamasikkhadit (1992) proposed that there are no
prepositions In Thai. Other linguists maintain that there
remain prepositions in Thar (cf. Savetamalya 1989;
Indrambarya 1995; Prasithrathsint 2000). Words which
appear iIn the following frame [NP V NP __ NP] have been
widely discussed and classified Into various categories:
verbs (Indrambarya 1995), nouns (Savetamalya 1989;
Indrambarya 1995, Prasithrathsint 2000), prepositions
(Indrambarya 1995, Prasithrathsint 2000), adverbs
(Indrambarya 1995) or even conjunctions
(Warotamasikkhadit 1992)

With new findings In recent years, my aim in this
paper is to take a closer look each of the words which
may appear iIn the above construction. Using precise and
reliable set of syntactic criteria, 1 can synchronically
identify prepositions iIn Thai. The data are drawn from
present-day standard Thai corpus. The result shows that
words which may appear in this position may have
homophonous forms and they may belong to one of the four
lexical categories, namely, verbs, prepositions, nouns or
adverbs -- with the [limited number of the Ilast two
classes.



References

Indrambarya, Kitima.1995. Are there Prepositions in Thai?
Papers from the Third Annual Meeting of the
Southeast Asisan Linguistic Society 1993, at the
University of Hawairi. Arizona State University
Press. Ed. By Mark Alves. pp. 101 — 118.

Prasithrathsint, Amara. 2000. From Nouns to Prepositions:
A Grammaticalization Process in Thai. Paper
Presented at the International Symposium on Parts of
Speech in and across Languages.

Savetamalya, Saranya. 1989. Thai nouns and noun
phrases: A lexicase analysis. University of Hawai™i
Ph.D. Dissertation.

Warotamasikkhadit, Udom 1992. There are no prepositions
in Thai. In The International Symposium on Language
and Linguistics. Eds. by C. Bamroongraks,
W.Khanitthana, L.Permcharoen, S._Anivan, N.Bishop,
G.DI, Srinarawat, Sl Chenvidyakarn, P. Thongsawang,
M. Peterson, J. Hinds, Y. Hoonchamlong, & N.
Ronakian (Eds.), Thammasart University Press. Pp. 70
— 76.



