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Abstract

The Sentence Repetition Test (SRT) is a language proficiency test developed to
quantitatively measure the community-wide proficiency level in a second language.
Consisting of fifteen sentences ranging in topics and difficulty, the tool is proven effective
for measuring the bilingualism proficiency at the lower and intermediate levels. This
paper will briefly discuss the development of the Indonesian SRT, its administration and
application in the Rejang community of Bengkulu, Indonesia. The development process
involves the calibration of the SRT to other more reliable tests like the Oral Proficiency
Interview (OPI) or the Second Language Oral Proficiency Evaluation (SLOPE) and the
selection of test sentences based on a Difficulty Level (DL) and Discrimination Index
(DI). The SRT is administered using a stratified and systematic sampling methodology
and standard administration procedures. The paper will discuss how the results are
analyzed and interpreted and will also relate the SRT results to factors that affect the
community’s bilingual proficiency, such as poor access to education, infrequent contact
with speakers of other languages or contact in which only very basic Indonesian is used,
and high ethnic homogeneity within the community.
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